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î  

PRESIDENT BENJAMIN HARRISON (MIAMI - OHIO 1852) PROFILED.. .PAGE 38 



A Ik'ibute To Benjamin Harrison 
Benjamin Harrison (Miami-Ohio '52) served as the 23rd President of the 
United States taking office on the 100th anniversary of the taking of office 

of President by George Washington under the new Constitution. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: This article by 
John Carroll is reprinted with the 
permission of the Indiana State Bar 
Association. It appeared in their 
November, 1988 issue o/res gestae. 
Carroll is with the firm of Johnson 
Carroll & Griffith in Evansville. IN 

He 
BY JOHN L. CARROLL 

Loosier Lawyer, Senator from 
Indiana, President of the United 
States and Indiana State Bar Foimd-
er. One man was all of these in a 
span of 48 years. 

He served as the 23rd President 
of the United States, this man from 
Indiana. He took office on the 
100th anniversary of the taking of 
office of President by George Wash-
ington under the new Constitution. 
Now on the 100th anniversary of 
his election as President, what of 
this man Benjamin Harrison (Mi-
ami-Ohio 1852)? Who and what 
was he and what can we learn from 
him today? 

Benjamin Harrison was a part of 
the American aristocracy. His great 
grandfather, Benjamin Harrison, 
had signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and later became Gover-
nor of Virginia. His grandfather, 
William Henry Harrison, served 
under General "Mad" Anthony 
Wayne in the Indian wars and was 
known as "Old Tippecanoe." He 
became the Territorial Governor of 
Indiana, then Congressman and 
Senator from Ohio and finally the 
ninth President of the United 
States, only to die in office one 
month after his swearing in. He had 
given a two-hour inaugural speech 
without a coat and hat and con-
tracted a cold from which he died. 
Benjamin Harrison's father, Scott 
Harrison, son of President William 
Henry Harrison, was a United 
States Congressman from Ohio. 
With that heritage flowing in his 
veins, it was not surprising to see 

Benjamin devote his life to the law 
and to public service. 

Harrison, the man, was short in 
statue, only 5 feet 6 inches in 
height, but wore a full beard and 
had a corpulent waist. He dressed 
well and had a remarkable stage 
presence. His oratorical ability was 
known throughout the nation. In 
the days before the microphone, his 
voice alone could fill a room. 

Early Life 
Benjamin was born in 1833 on 

the family farm of some 600 acres 
on the banks of the confluence of 
the Miami and Ohio Rivers, just 
downstream from Cincinnati. Ben's 
father, Scott, although later to be-
come a Congressman, was plagued 
with illness, debt and alcohol. But 
from both of his parents he was 
given an abiding love for his coun-
try and his Presbyterian faith. Both 
would play major roles in his life. 

Ben attended the one-room 
school house near the farm and 
then went on to Farmers CoUege 
near Cincinnati. From there he at-
tended Miami University at Oxford, 
Ohio, and became a Phi Delta 
Theta shortly after the fraternity's 
founding. He graduated in 1852 
and faced the time for decision — 
theology or the law. His parents 
leaned heavily on his being a clergy-
man, but Ben chose the law as his 
vocation and dedicated a life to it. 

As was customary at the time, 
Ben apprenticed with a law firm in 
Cincinnati. While there he married 
Carrie Scott who was to bear him 
two children and who was to die in 
the White House in the last year of 
his term as President. 

After two years of study of the 
law in Cincinnati, Ben was admit-
ted to the Ohio Bar. He was deter-
mined to strike out on his own, not 
wanting to rely upon the family 
name. He seriously considered Chi-
cago, but fortunately for Indiana, 

chose Indianapolis with a popula-
tion of 16,000. He moved there 
with his new bride in the Spring of 
1855 at the age of 22. 

Indianapolis was a fast growing 
commimity with the hum of machin-
ery heard everywhere. The key to 
its growth was the railroad. 

The practice was slow in starting 
— the fees small and hard to come 
by. To help make ends meet he ac-
cepted the job of court crier in Fed-
eral Court. Later he was appointed 
assistant prosecutor and assistant 
city attorney. But still Ben was 
unable to meet his needs without 
borrowing. He moved to a second 
floor walk-up office at 32% West 

Washington Street but things did 
not improve. Finally he joined 
forces with William Wallace, broth-
er of the author. Lew Wallace, and 
the firm of Wallace and Harrison 
was formed. Collection work for 
out-of-state firms accounted for the 
early success of the firm. Then it 
was a heavy divorce practice which 
lasted a few years before becoming 
more business oriented. 

Political Beginning 
The bug of politics bit Ben early 

in his career. Although his father, 
Scott Harrison, was a Whig, Ben 
took to the newly formed Republi-
can Party and remained a staunch 
Republican throughout his life. The 
Republican Party was formed in 
1854 in opposition to the possible 
extension of slavery to parts of the 
Northwest embodied in the Nebras-
ka Bill then pending in Congress. 
With its passage the embryonic Re-
publican Party became the sectional 
party of the North — strongly anti-
slavery and pro Union. By this 
issue, the die was cast for the Civil 
War to follow in seven years. 

During the years 1855 to 1860, 
Ben practiced law but dabbled in 
politics. In 1857 he was elected 
City Attorney of Indianapolis, his 
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first public office. 
In 1860 Harrison was a candi-

date for Reporter of the Indiana 
Supreme Court on a statewide tic-
ket headed by Henry S. Lane for 
Governor with Oliver P. Morton 
running as Lieutenant Governor. 
The Republicans won both in Indi-
ana and nationally with Abraham 
Lincoln becoming President. With 
some legal maneuvering. Lane be-
came U.S. Senator from Indiana 
and Oliver Perry Morton became 
Governor. Needless to say, the issue 
of slavery and its extension to the 
territories was the primary issue in 
the 1860 presidential campaign. 
Central and northern Indiana voted 
for the Republicans which stood for 
Union and southern Indiana voted 

for the Democrats who talked of 
popular sovereignty and state rights. 

The office of Reporter of the 
Supreme Court to which Harrison 
was elected was primarily that of a 
functionary with no staff, no deci-
sions to be made and only volumes 
of Court decisions to be edited and 
published to the profit of the holder 
of the office. 

Civil War 
On April 12, 1861, the first gun 

of the Civil War was fired on Fort 
Sumter and the battle was joined. 
Within days Governor Morton call-
ed for Indiana volunteers. Twelve 
thousand men answered but Ben 
did not. His third child was ex-
pected and he concentrated on the 

BENJAMIN HARRISON 

practice of law and his duties as 
Supreme Court Reporter. He quick-
ly became a workaholic. During 
this period he had several law 
partners that included Will Wallace 
and Pickaney Fishback, both of 
whom were later to play roles in 
Ben's life. 

In July of 1862, President Lin-
coln put out a second call for 
volunteers. This time Ben responded 
and Governor Morton offered him 
— then 29 years old — command 
of the new regiment, the 70th Indi-
ana Volunteers. Leaving the State 
House after the Governor's appoint-
ment, Harrison stopped at a store, 
purchased a military cap, engaged a 
fife player and flung a flag out his 
office window. He then went home 
to his wife, Carrie, to break the 
news to her that he had been com-
missioned an officer in the Union 
Army. 

As commander, his first duty was 
to secure volunteers for his regi-
ment. By early August the regiment 
of over a 1,000 men was complete. 
Harrison was ready for war and the 
70th Indiana Volunteers was his 
weapon. In August the Regiment 
moved to Kentucky, first to Louis-
ville and then to Bowling Green. 
Here the Commander, as well as his 
troops, learned the art of war. 

The war really didn't truly start 
for the 70th Indiana until the late 
Spring of '64. The Regiment was 
ordered into the Atlanta Campaign. 
Colonel Harrison was ordered to 
take a hill commanding the ap-
proach to Resaca, Georgia. This re-
quired his troops to move down an 
open hill in plain view of the 
enemy and up the other side into a 
well entrenched Confederate posi-
tion. The first charge did not suc-
ceed and the men had to retreat 
with large casualties. They were 
immediately sent back into battle, 
with Colonel Harrison leading the 
assault with sword in one hand and 
pistol in the other. During the bat-
tle, the Brigade Commander was 
wounded and Colonel Harrison as-
sumed command of the 1st Brigade. 

Ben's next battle was at New 
Continued on Next Page 
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Hope Church, Georgia. The men 
fought hand-to-hand by rifle and 
bayonets. By day the battle raged 
and by night the torches lit the way 
for the litter bearers picking up the 
dead and injured. During all of the 
fighting, Ben remained close to his 
men and a bond of mutual respect 
was formed to last during their 
entire lives. 

As Brigade Commander, Harri-
son was entitled to the rank of 
Brigadier General and on May 29, 
1864 he was so appointed. From 
that day forward he was to be 
forever known as General Benjamin 
Harrison. 

The fall of Atlanta was to come 
but not easily or quickly. It was the 
first of September before Atlanta 
was occupied by the Union forces. 

Even though the war continued, 
Harrison returned to Indianapolis 
in the Fall of 1864 to campaign for 
Lincoln and the Republicans and to 
be re-elected as Supreme Court 
Reporter. But the war was not over 
and Harrison returned to the field 
immediately after the election in 
November. 

Surrender 
After the surrender at Appomat-

tox, Ben returned to Indianapolis to 
his three loves: his wife Carrie, the 
practice of law and politics. 

The Civil War bonded Ben to the 
veterans of that war. He was always 
in the forefront of efforts granting 
and increasing veteran's benefits. 
The war also bonded Ben to his 
cotmtry, and his sense of patriotism 
never diminished. The war also set 
in him a distrust — if not dislike 
— for Democrats, because he saw 
them as representing the South and 
opposed to a strong sense of imion. 
From time to time in political ora-
tory Ben waved the "bloody shirt," 
as it was called, in reference to the 
Republicans' strong commitment to 
the Union and the Democrats' 
weak position on that issue. 

The fact that he had emerged 
from the war a General helped Ben 
in both politics and law. From time 
to time he was able to serve as a 
prosecutor in cause celebrd cases 
and cases that made front page 
news. 

In 1876 Harrison ran for Gover-
nor of Indiana against James D. 
"Blue Jeans" Williams, the Demo-
crat, in a rather nasty campaign. In 
his speeches Harrison imfurled the 
"bloody shirt" by charging the 
Democrats with the debts of war, 
portraying them as defamers of the 
national credit. The "Boys in Blue" 
and the flag of patriotism were ral-
lied to assist the General, but it was 
aU in vain. "Blue Jeans" Williams 
and the Democrats carried the State 
by the close margin of 5,000 votes. 
Harrison again returned full time to 
the practice of law. 

Most of us have had imusual 
events in our lives. For Ben it was 
both bizarre and macabre. In May, 
1878, Harrison's father, Scott Har-
rison, died quite suddenly. Ben and 
his family returned to the family 
homestead in North Bend, Ohio, 
for the funeral. During the burial 
service at the cemetery overlooking 
the Ohio River, the mourners 
passed the grave of a nephew who 
had recentiy died and was buried 
near the grave site of the father, 
Scott Harrison. It was apparent that 
the nephew's grave site had been 
disturbed. The chilling thought oc-
curred that body snatchers had 
been at work and upon examina-
tion that proved to be true. Scott 
Harrison was then laid to rest and a 
hunt began for the body of the 
nephew. 

Within 24 hours the search led to 
the Ohio Medical CbUege in Cin-
cinnati. A warrant was obtained 
and a thorough search made of the 
medical school. The investigation 
uncovered a shaft with a rope at-
tached to a windlass. The windlass 
was turned and at the end of the 
rope was a sack. In the sack was a 
body. The searchers opened the 
sack expecting to find the body of 
the nephew, but the body was that 
of Scott Harrison, who had been 
buried only 24 hours before. The 
dean of the college answered that it 
was the work of resurrectionists. A 
professor at the college remarked 
that "the affair matters little, since 
it would all be the same on the day 
of resurrection." The nephew's 

body was found several weeks later 
in Ann Arbor. 

Republican Leader 
As the years went by, Harrison 

became the leader of the Republi-
can Party in Indiana. His law firm 
was one of the best in Indiana and 
produced considerable income to 
the partners. In 1875 he built his 
new home at 1230 North Delaware 
in Indianapolis which he was to oc-
cupy imtil his death, except for his 
four years in the White House. 

With the affluence of the law 
firm, Harrison had more time to 
devote to politics and he played 
major roles in Republican National 
Conventions, making him widely 
known nationally in Republican 
circles, if not among the general 
public. 

U.S. Senator 
The year 1880 saw Harrison 

elected as the United States Senator 
from Indiana, finaUy placing him 
on a national stage. His six years in 
the Senate were imeventfiil. An 
enviable "problem" faced by the 
congress was the surplus in the Na-
tional Treasury. Harrison, the old 
soldier, advocated a hberal pension 
policy to the Civil War veterans. 
This was no time, he declared "to 
use an apothecary's scale to weigh 
the rewards to men who saved the 
cotmtry." Harrison was defeated for 
re-election as Senator in 1886. 

In the 1884 campaign the leading 
Republican and the Republican 
nominee for President was James 
Blaine who was running against 
Grover Cleveland, the Democrat 
nominee. The campaign was a 
vicious one. Blaine lost the election 
in part because of a statement made 
by one of his supporters. A Rever-
end Mr. Burchard said in Blaine's 
presence that "we are Republicans, 
and don't propose to leave ovir 
party and identify ourselves with 
the party whose antecedents have 
been Rum, Romanism and Rebel-
lion." Blaine did not refute the 
charge and the alliterative phrase 
ran over the nation like fire. Blaine 
was ruined, the election was lost to 
the Democrats by a close vote and 
Grover Cleveland became President. 

The presidential campaign of 
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1888 was in marked contrast to 
100 years before where Washington 
was elected first President imder the 
new Constitution by unanimous 
vote of all of the states. 

In June of 1888, Cleveland was 
renominated by the Democrats in 
convention in Saint Louis. When 
the Republicans met in Chicago, 
there was no frontrunner. Blaine 
opted not to run and 19 candidates 
were nominated, among them Ben-
jamin Harrison of Indiana whose 
name was put in nomination by his 
former law partner, Albert G. Por-
ter. Harrison by that time was a 
superb strategist and tactician in 
political warfare. The first call of 
delegates' votes put Harrison in 
fourth position. Over a period of 
three days, seven ballots were taken 
and on the eighth ballot, Benjamin 
Harrison was declared the nominee 
for President of the Republican 
Party. Thus it was that Benjamin 
Harrison and the sitting President, 
Grover Cleveland, were to battle it 
out in 1888 for the Presidency of 
the United States. 

The Campaign 
The major issue was the tariff. 

Harrison posed the question: Was 
America to have a protectionist 
trade policy or take a more worldly 
view? Harrison early revealed his 
views on the tariff by saying: "We 
have men who boast that they are 
cosmopolitans, citizens of the 
world. I prefer to say that I am an 
American citizen, and I freely con-
fess that American interests have 
first place in my regard." From 
there he moved to a strong protec-
tionist policy based on the impor-
tance of high duty or tariff on for-
eign goods coming into the country. 
That position found favor with 
both American manufacturers and 
the Knights of Labor. Cleveland, on 
the the other hand, was painted as 
an advocate of free trade, a dirty 
phrase in the late 1800s. 

Because of the tariff issue, the 
Republicans were able to secure a 
large campaign chest from Ameri-
can manufacturers who were fearful 
of foreign imports. Harrison also 
favored restrictions on the importa-

"I prefer to sax; I am an American citizen, and I freely con-
fess that American interests have first place in my regard. 

tion of contract labor and Chinese 
coolies, a position which appealed 
to American labor. He favored sub-
sidies for American steamship lines 
and the quest for new markets in 
Latin America, the latter objective 
to be aided by a new modernized 
American Navy. He also called for 
strong, anti-trust legislation. 

Harrison attacked Cleveland on 
his patriotism, pointing out his own 
war record during the Civil War, 
whereas Cleveland sent a substitute 
to do his battle. 

Harrison's position on the tariff, 
his patriotic speeches and support 
of pensions for the war veterans, 
led the "Boys in Blue" to go to 
great lengths to support him. 

In his previous election cam-
paigns for Governor and Senator, 
Harrison had campaigned vigor-
ously throughout the state. For the 
Presidential campaign of '88, Harri-
son adopted a new strategy. He 
would stay at home at 1230 N. 
Delaware and campaign from his 
front porch. Although there was no 
radio and no television, there was 
the telegraph. On each day during 
the campaign, groups came to his 
home and he addressed them from 
his front porch. Copies of the 
speeches were given to the wire 
services and his remarks appeared 
in the papers the next day. No long, 
tiring train trips, no hassle from 
crowds or crude questions from 
inquiring reporters. Harrison cam-
paigned the civilized way and slept 
in his own bed every night. Harri-
son's campaign philosophy was 
embedded in the statement that "1 
have a great risk of meeting a fool 
at home but the candidate who 
travels cannot escape him." In the 
middle of the campaign, Harrison 
took a two week vacation. 

In September, Lew Wallace, 
Civil War General, author of Ben 
Hur and an old friend of Ben's, 

published a full length biography of 
Harrison. Needless to say it shed 
the best possible light on his old 
friend and comrade in arms. Until 
late September, the campaigning of 
both parties focused on the issues. 
There was hope that the vicious 
campaign of '84 would not be re-
peated, but that was not to be the 
case. The last month of the cam-
paign brought both parties through 
the low swamps of slander. 

During the campaign, Indianapo-
lis became the focal point for the 
Republicans, not only because Har-
rison was there, but because Indi-
ana was a crucial state to be carried 
by the Republicans. That summer 
saw the organization of the Harri-
son for President club which later 
became the Columbia Club, which 
celebrated its 100th anniversary this 
year. Harrison was aided by the 
British ambassador who said that 
he preferred Cleveland. That phrase 
alone was sufficient to cause all the 
Irish to vote for Harrison. 

By November the results were 
known: Harrison lost Indianapolis 
and Marion County, won the State 
of Indiana, trailed Cleveland by 
90,000 votes nationwide but won 
the electoral vote 233 to 168. Indi-
ana had its first President, Benjamin 
Harrison, the Lawyer, who was 
then age 56. 

Inauguration Day of March 3, 
1889, dawned with a heavy rainfall 
in Washington, not unlike the day 
of the inauguration of his grand-
father many years before. Ben did 
not make the mistake of President 
William Henry Harrison 48 years 
before. He wore his coat and hat 
and gave a relatively short inaugu-
ration speech. In it he stressed the 
need for protecting voting rights for 
blacks in the South, for reformation 
of the Monroe Doctrine, a stronger 
Navy and a protectionist trade 

Continued on Next Page 
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policy. 
The Cabinet 

In organizing his cabinet, Harri-
son chose those with whom he was 
comfortable. All were Presbyterian, 
most were lawyers and all were Re-
publicans. Harrison then turned to 
fining the hundreds of federal of-
fices. He personally made the em-
ployment decisions. In his first 18 
months of office, he devoted four to 
six hours each working day to mat-
ters of patronage. In almost every 
instance the appointee was Republi-
can. 

The patronage issue won him as 
many enemies as friends. His per-
sonal handling of hiring gained for 
him in the eyes of some the reputa-
tion as "the White House iceberg 

with aU the attractiveness of a drip-
ping cave." Harrison was not at 
heart a cold man. Certainly he was 
not effusive, but according to his 
secretary "few men had quicker, 
warmer or more delicate sympa-
thies." His cabinet choices and his 
personal handling of patronage con-
tributed to Harrison's defeat in 1892. 

The first session of Congress 
found the White House and both 
the House and Senate controlled by 
Republicans for the first time in 14 
years. The session was productive 
with the passage of the McKinley 
Tariff Act which helped eliminate 
Treasury surplus by placing sugar 
on the free list and raising duties on 
other products to reduce their im-
portation, thereby reducing reve-

nues and aiding American manufac-
turers. In July 1890, the President 
signed the Sherman Anti-Trust Act 
which outlawed combinations in 
restraint of trade. That Act has had 
the most lasting effect of any law 
enacted in the Harrison administra-
tion. The Dependent Pension Act 
granted pensions to any Union 
veteran who was disabled, but not 
to the Confederate Army veteran in 
a like condition. This was the first 
time a national welfare plan was 
ever adopted for a substantial class 
of American citizens. 

With the urging of President 
Harrison the House passed Senator 
Henry Cabot Lodge's Bill to coun-
ter the disenfranchisement of blacks 
through the policing of Federal 

Harrison's Fraternity Leadership Recalled 
EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is taken from From 
Six At First — A History of Phi Delta Theta, 1848-
1973 by Walter E. Havighurst (Ohio Wesleyan '23). 

In the fall of 1850 there came to Miami as a transfer 
student from Farmers College, Cincinnati, Benjamin 
Harrison, a slight, fair-haired youth of seventeen. The 
next spring he joined Phi Delta Theta, being the nine-
teenth member to sign the Bond. In 1851, at the 
beginning of his senior year he was elected president of 
the chapter, and during that season came the fraterni-
ty's first crisis. As Robert Morrison recalled years 
later: "Phi Delta Theta had nothing but a fair breeze 
and an open sea for nearly three years after its organi-
zation. The first storm that tried its strength occurred 
in October and November of 1851." 

In 1988, when Benjamin Harrison was nominated 
for the presidency for the United States, Robert Mor-
rison, then a minister and educator in Missouri, looked 
back to an earlier time. "Thirty-seven years ago," he 
wrote, "the good ship Phi Delta Theta was sailing in 
straits dangerous and new. Fortunately... the pilot was 
cool-headed and brave. His wisdom, nerve and promp-
titude could not have been excelled. The fraternity to-
day is enjoying a large measure of prosperity, due per-
haps to no other one thing in our history as much as to 
the good judgment and skill evinced by Ben Harrison, 
the youthful student at Miami University, as president 
of Ohio Alpha in the crisis of 1851." 

The "crisis" had an amusing side along with a 
serious one. Behind the events of that season lay a fun-
damental question: what kind of society was Phi Delta 
Theta to be, and would the Bond endure as the basic 
law of the fraternity? 

On a bright autumn day in 1851 the Cincinnati, 
Hamilton and Dayton Railroad was being celebrated 
in the county seat of Hamilton, fourteen miles from 
Oxford, and that event attracted a number of Miami 

students. When the first train steamed in, crowded with 
excursionists from Cincinnati, it was saluted by cannon 
fire and met by a military band marching under a 
banner: BUTLER COUNTY WELCOMES THE 
IRON HORSE. Hobbling old Pierson Sayre, the coun-
ty's last surviving Revolutionary soldier, said, "I am 
ready to die now." In the public toasting of the iron 
horse two members of the Miami fraternity downed a 
few too many. They had to be helped onto the stage-
coach back to Oxford. 

Reprimanded in the next chapter meeting, the 
offenders regretted their indiscretion and promised to 
reform. But Oxford's taverns were a temptation and 
this pair continued to get drunk, usually after attending 
meetings of the Young Men's Temperance Association. 
After repeated lapses they were tried by the chapter, 
Ben Harrison presiding, and expelled from the frater-
nity with no dissenting vote. Three other members, 
however, declining to vote, resigned in sympathy. In 
years to come there would be other crises, at other 
times and places, but none more anxious and deeply 
felt than the rift that the society survived in its 
beginning. 

This crisis left Ohio Alpha with just seven members, 
but it affirmed the fraternity standard of exemplary 
conduct. During the following winter the membership 
doubled, and Ben Harrison wrote to Robert Morri-
son: "Our chapter here is in a very happy condition; 
harmony of feeling and unity of effort are both present 
with us." Meanwhile plans had developed for extend-
ing the fraternity to other colleges "of high and well 
established reputations." The founders designed Phi 
Delta Theta not as a local but as an inter-collegiate 
society, and anticipating new chapters Morrison had 
studied catalogues from various universities. Already 
the fraternity had been planted in Indiana and 
Kentucky. 
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Elections by Federal Courts. The 
Democrats blocked the bill and it 
never became law. The fear of its 
passage in the South was another 
reason for the defeat of President 
Harrison for re-election. 

In 1892 Harrison commissioned 
the writing of the Pledge of AUe-
giance, to commemorate the 400th 
Anniversary of the discovery of 
America. 

The four years in the White 
House brought many joys to the 
Harrison family. It also brought 
sorrow with the death of Harrison's 
wife, Carrie, on October 25, 1892. 

The Republicans lost the Con-
gress in the off year election of 
1890 and Harrison was unable to 
succeed in any legislative program 
in the last two years of his 
presidency. 

Defeat 
Harrison chose to run for re-

election in 1892 and was again op-
posed by former President Cleve-
land. This time the winds had 
shifted and Harrison's ship was 
sunk, the Democrats winning by 
some 500,000 votes and 277 elec-
toral votes to Harrison's 145. 
Cleveland took office in 1893 and 
within months the Panic of 1893 
hit the country, the inevitable con-
clusion to years of overheated 
boom. This, in turn, brought a de-
vastating depression. The loss of the 
election probably saved Harrison's 
political reputation. 

During Harrison's term, things 
were happening in America. Large 
corporations such as Carnegie Steel 
were gaining more power and at 
the same time the labor movement 
was rising. Strikes occurred through-
out the country and in some in-
stances Harrison used Federal troops 
to surpress the strike. These and 
other factors moved many voters 
over to the Democrat column. 

With the loss of the Presidency, 
Ben returned to Indianapolis with 
his personal integrity and honor 
intact and the respect of his fellow 
Hoosiers. 

Upon his return he again turned 
to the practice of law but this time 
on a very selective basis, taking 

"Let US ... as lawyers, members of a great profession, 
renew our allegiance to the high principles upon which the 
law rests, and our allegiance to those exchanges of courtesy 
and kindliness between the bench and bar, that so much 
tend to dignify the profession to the judgment of the courts." 

only those matters of interest to 
him. During this time he lectured at 
Stanford University later publishing 
his lectures under the titie of 
"Views of an Ex-President." 

By 1895 Harrison had been a wi-
dower some three years and he de-
cided to remarry. In doing so he 
chose his deceased wife's niece, 
Mary Lord Dimmick, who had 
cared for Mrs. Harrison during her 
illness at the White House. They 
were married in New York in April 
of 1896. A year later a daughter 
was born — Elizabeth, who lived 
until 1955. At the time of Eliza-
beth's birth, Ben, then 63 years old, 
was to live but five years. 

Later Years 
During his later years, Harrison 

was involved in a small number of 
rather large cases, including a will 
contest in Richmond, Indiana, an 
arbitration case for Venezuela in a 
boundary dispute with British Gui-
ana and the constitutionality of the 
Illinois Inheritance Tax before the 
United States Supreme Court. He 
won the will contest and the 
Supreme Court case but lost the 
arbitration. He also served on the 
Board of Purdue University. 

On June 23, 1896 a meeting of 
the lawyers of Indiana was held and 
Benjamin Harrison was elected first 
President of the newly formed Indi-
ana State Bar Association, serving 
two terms. 

On the first anniversary of the 
State Bar, Harrison established a 
spirit for the budding association by 
remarking to an assembled audi-
ence: "Let u s . . . as lawyers, mem-
bers of a great profession, renew 
our allegiance to the high principles 

upon which the law rests, and our 
allegiance to those exchanges of 
courtesy and kindliness between the 
bench and bar, that so much tend 
to dignify the profession, to give 
power and sanction to the judgment 
of the courts." 

The Indiana State Bar Associa-
tion has continued for 92 years in 
the tradition envisioned by Harri-
son. Today it represents more than 
9,800 lawyers practicing in this 
state. 

In early March of 1901, Harrison 
developed pneumonia which led to 
his death March 13, 1901. 

Upon his death, tributes from all 
over the world poured into India-
napolis. On March 16, 1901, the 
Bar of Indiana met in the Senate 
Chambers and the lawyers of Indi-
ana eulogized him, calling him 
Indiana's greatest lawyer, a great 
President, an honest, forthright per-
son who to the highest degree exem-
plified what a lawyer's role should 
be to himself, to the public and to 
the profession he so ably served. 

The then Governor Winfield T. 
Durbin, on his death said: "He met 
every responsibility with firm deter-
mination and performed every duty 
conscientiously. He relied upon his 
own strength and his own concep-
tion of right in his obligation to the 
State, to the Nation and mankind, 
thereby marking his career with 
conspicuous individuality." 

As Harrison himself said of Ulys-
ses S. Grant at his passing, so we 
also say of Benjamin Harrison: 
"Great lives do not go out. They go 
on." Indiana and Indiana lawyers 
can learn much from the life of 
Benjamin Harrison • 
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